
NNSC Parent Information
COVID-Related Absences

We recognize and understand that student and staff illness are playing a greater part in
regular, consistent attendance this year, particularly with COVID-19 related symptoms.  There
are many different scenarios that come into play as we help parents navigate the specific
processes and procedures that schools must follow in order to adhere to the guidance from the
Indiana State Department of Health and the Centers for Disease Control (CDC).  The following
information will help parents navigate attendance at school during these possible COVID-19
related absences.

Student Name:__________________________________

Student is: Symptomatic Close Contact of Positive Sibling/Household
Contact

Date Symptoms Began or Date of Contact:____________________________________

Number of Days Student Must Quarantine: 10 20

Other:___________________________________________________________

Date Student is to Return to School:_________________________________________
Or with a negative COVID test if symptomatic
Or with an alternate diagnosis from a doctor

Sports that may be affected:_______________________________________________

Extracurricular that may be affected:_________________________________________

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ):

Who do we contact to get classroom materials? Student’s assignments may be
uploaded into Google Classroom.  If there are other classroom materials that your child
needs, please communicate with your child’s teachers. Students know their codes to
enter their Google Classroom for each class.  Students should take items with them
home during their quarantine.

Can I go to after school events like games and other activities? No, if you are
quarantined from school, you are also quarantined from all school activities until your
return to school date.

Who is going to communicate with us? Please stay in contact with your child’s
teacher and school secretary to update us on possible COVID testing, symptoms that
are not improved, or questions about getting classroom materials.  Students should



know where to find their assignments in Google Classroom, through messaging the
teacher, or collecting work from the office.

Who do I call if I have questions about my child’s health? Lana Wynn is our health
coordinator for the district, and nurse at North Newton Jr/Sr High School. Our health
aides at each school are Alyssa Little at Lake Village Elementary, Jessica Schleman at
Morocco Elementary, and Jill Wolber at Lincoln Elementary.  You can also speak to your
child’s principal:  Mrs. Hankins at Lake Village Elementary, Mrs. Lawbaugh at Morocco
Elementary, Mrs. Neal at Lincoln Elementary and Mr. Coffing at North Newton Jr/Sr High
School.

Do I need to inform my bus driver? Please communicate with your child’s driver to let
them know if your child will be riding the bus or not.  The bus will continue to stop at
your house since COVID-19 quarantines are fluid and change quite often.

Who else can I talk to about the Indiana Department of Health’s Guidelines? You
can call the Newton County Health Department to learn more about procedures and
practices that all schools must follow.

If a child is sick with one symptom, does the entire family have to quarantine?
Per the Indiana State Department of Health and our local health department, if a child is
sick with at least one COVID-19 symptom, the sick child should quarantine for 10 days.
The siblings and others in the household must also quarantine for 14 days.

If my child got sent home due to being a close contact, can we just go get a
COVID test? There are two options available as of 8-24-21 with regard to close contact
tracing.  While the CDC and the IDOH continue to recommend quarantine for a full 14
days, there are two other options available for schools:

1. Return on Day 11 after 10 days of quarantine-no testing required to return to
school.

2. Return on Day 8 after 7 days of quarantine-this option requires testing.  Testing
on days 5-7 at approved testing location, if negative return on Day 8, if positive
isolate at home from 10 days from date of positive test.  OR BinaxNOW test on
day 8 at school, if negative stay/return on Day 8, if positive isolate at home for 10
days.

Why are some students quarantined for 10 days and others 14 days or any day in
between? Each student’s quarantine length is specific to their circumstances. Think of
it this way:  A student who is already symptomatic has been contagious for 5-7 days
prior to being symptomatic.  They have a head start (infection-wise) on others who are
not yet symptomatic. There may also be differences in the time someone has been
around an infected person which result in different lengths of quarantine time.
Additionally, schools have been given flexibility (ISHD 8-24-21) to quarantine for shorter
lengths of time based on testing.



ELearning and Attendance Expectations

The Indiana Department of Education and the North Newton School Corporation both
believe in the importance of instructional time and student attendance in ensuring that students
receive the best, highest quality educational opportunities that can be provided.  There is an
expectation for all students to adhere to the IDOE and state statutes regarding minimum
instructional time requirements as set forth in Indiana Code 20-30-2 and 20-33-2.

Instructional time is defined by Indiana Code as time during which students are participating
in an approved course, a curriculum, or an educationally related activity under the direction of a
teacher; and includes a reasonable amount of passing time between classes. Instructional time
does not include lunch or recess.

All schools must provide at least five (5) hours of instructional time for students in grades
one (1) through six (6), and at least six (6) hours of instructional time for students in grades
seven (7) through twelve (12) in a day in order to count that as a day of instruction conducted
during a school year.

Additionally, schools and parents must adhere to Compulsory Attendance laws which state:
Any individual who is at least seven (7) years of age and less than eighteen (18) years of age is
bound by compulsory attendance requirements until the individual either graduates, becomes
eighteen (18) years of age, or becomes at least sixteen (16) years of age and meets the
requirements to withdraw from school before graduation.

“Attend” means to be physically present and enrolled in a school or another location where
the school’s educational program is being conducted during regular school hours on a day in
which the educational programming is being offered. Any student who is enrolled at a public or
nonpublic school and accumulates at least ten (10) unexcused absences during a school year is
considered habitually truant. Any student who accumulates at least ten (10) absences, excused
or unexcused, during a school year is considered chronically absent.”

In adherence to the state statutes governing attendance and compulsory attendance, the
North Newton School Corporation will utilize the following attendance codes for students
beginning in the 2020-2021 school year:

● In Attendance:  student is considered in attendance at the physical school building,
pursuant to our local attendance policy

● Excused Absence:  student is not “in attendance” and such absence is deemed
“excused” pursuant to our local attendance policy

● Unexcused Absence:  student is not “in attendance” and such absence is deemed
“unexcused” pursuant to our local attendance policy

● Exempt Absence:  students is not “in attendance” but is participating in one of the
activities that is exempt by statute from consideration as an “absence” (virtual or
non-virtual)

● Suspended:  student is suspended pursuant to local discipline policy (virtual or
non-virtual)

● Expelled:  student is expelled pursuant to local discipline policy (virtual or non-virtual)



For purposes of attendance, North Newton School Corporation students are considered to
be In-Attendance when they:

● Are physically or remotely present in school for a length of time determined by their class
schedule of classes; or

● Remotely present as determined when the school transitions to ELearning.  Such
activities may include daily lessons, weekly and longer projects, units of study. To be
counted as present in grades K-6, a student must sign into their Google Classroom
attendance check in, work through assignments posted by the teacher, and check out
each day.  For students in grades 7-12 to be counted present, the student must sign into
Edmentum or Google Classroom and complete assignments as posted by the teacher;
and make adequate process on lessons and activities assigned by the teacher.  This is
currently our ELearning attendance expectation.

● Participate in school activities, lessons and learning activities to the satisfaction of the
classroom teacher assigned as their teacher for either ELearning or In-Person Learning;
and

● Are authentically engaged in learning activities through active participation; and
● Are responsive to teacher questions, assignments and assigned tasks












